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Advocates for the West Wins

Reprieve for Woodland Caribou

Emergency ruling protects the most
endangered mammal in the lower 48

This winter Advocates for the
West won some much needed
protection for the woodland
caribou — the most endangered
mammal in the lower 48 states.

The woodland caribou once
roamed most of the northern
United States, but now are
found only in Canada and the
Selkirk Mountains of northern
Idaho and northeastern
Washington. The Selkirks
population has dwindled to just
35 animals and continues to
face many threats. One of the
biggest threats is snowmobiles
roaring through their winter habi-
tat.

The Woodland Caribou survive the
winter by moving to higher eleva-
tions to feed on lichens in the tops
of trees. Unfortunately for the
caribou, these same high elevation
areas are also popular with snow-
mobilers. These machines run
unhindered throughout the desig-
nated caribou recovery area,
driving caribou from their prime
winter habitat and stressing the
animals when they are weakest
from lack of food.

Despite knowing for years that
snowmobiling harms the Caribou,
federal agencies charged with pro-
tecting these creatures have done

Woodland Caribou

about caribou, and to consult
| with Fish and Wildlife Service
| over this plan. It also agreed to

i impose restrictions on snowmo-

1 biling in caribou habitat until its
winter recreation plan and con-
sultation are completed.
Advocates for the West is now in
negotiations with the agencies
over the development of this
plan and the interim measures
needed to protect caribou.

little to restrict snowmobiling in
caribou habitat.

So Advocates for the West stepped
in to force the agencies to protect
Woodland Caribou from this
increasing threat. We filed a law-
suit last fall against the Forest
Service and Fish and Wildlife
Service for violating the
Endangered Species Act and
sought immediate protection for
the caribou.

In December, the U.S. District
Court in Washington granted our
request and prohibited the Forest
Service from grooming any snow-
mobile trails in caribou habitat this
winter.

In February, the Forest Service
agreed to create a winter recre-
ation plan that addressed concerns
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Advocates for the West staff
attorney Laurie Rule led our
efforts in his case on behalf of our

clients Defenders of Wildlife,
Conservation Northwest, The
Lands Council, Selkirk
Conservation Alliance, Idaho
Conservation League and Center
for Biological Diversity.

Advocates for the West will contin-
ue to watch closely over the pro-
ceedings and assert pressure,
going back to Court if necessary,
to protect this endangered species.
For it is not just the caribou for
which we are fighting, it is the
wild Selkirk ecosystem, home to
grizzly bears, lynx, wolverines,
wolves, and many other species
that need vast wild areas to sur-
vive. If we allow the caribou to
vanish, so go the other species and
one of our last remaining wild
places in the continental U.S.
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Protecting Idaho Wolves

from ldaho Politicians

The gray wolf has staged
a strong rebound in Idaho
since the federal reintro-
duction program began in
1995. Hundreds of wolves
now roam central Idaho;
and “wolf recreation” —
people coming to hear and
see wolves — is a growing
tourist industry.

But despite being protect-
ed for decades under the
Endangered Species Act,
the wolves are facing
serious new threats from
Idaho politicians — led by
Governor Kempthorne
and his appointees on the
Idaho Fish and Game Commission — which may
result in again eradicating wolves from many
parts of our state.

In January 2006, the Bush Administration handed
over control of wolf management to Idaho,
approving the state’s plan to maintain just 10
breeding pairs of wolves as being sufficient to
constitute “recovery” of the wolf. Idaho’s plan
thus allows the state (as well as ranchers and
others) to kill literally hundreds of wolves with
virtual impunity, so long as this minimum num-
ber is maintained.

And Idaho wants every wolf — even in the deep-
est wilderness — to be shot by stun guns from
helicopters, collared, and monitored, so that the
state can ensure that only this bare minimum of
wolves is met.

Does it violate the Endangered Species Act to
allow hundreds of Idaho wolves to be killed in
this way? Does it violate the Wilderness Act to
land helicopters in Idaho wilderness, just to
shoot and collar wolves?

Spring 2006

We think so, as do many
thousands of other citi-

| zens and conservationists
around Idaho, and the
nation. Advocates for the
West is thus working
closely with a broad
coalition of groups to
fight these threats, and
to protect the gray wolf
in Idaho.

We won a first round in
January, when we stopped
the US Forest Service
from authorizing Idaho to
land helicopters in the
Frank Church-River of
No Return Wilderness for
purposes of shooting and collaring wolves. Sharp
protests from the public, and a legal notice of
intent-to-sue from us, forced the agency to
rescind its approval of this Idaho proposal.

Now we are working with lawyers at the well-
known litigation powerhouse, Faegre & Benson in
Minneapolis, to develop new litigation targeting
Idaho’s plan to kill about 85 wolves in the North
Fork Clearwater basin of central Idaho — suppos-
edly to improve elk populations. The Clearwater
wolf-killing plan is just the first of the wave of
wolf killings we expect to see, unless Idaho and
the Bush Administration can be stopped.

We expect that case to be filed in coming weeks;
and no doubt it will not be the last case we have
to file to protect Idaho’s wolves. Stay tuned for
future developments — and express your outrage
to state and federal agencies, politicians, and
media over how Idaho’s wolves are being threat-
ened by our own politicians!
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Feds Must Protect Fragile

Lands in the Sawtooths
from Grazing

Advocates for the
West staff attorney
Laurie Rule recently
won an important
court victory in its
effort to protect the
Sawtooth National
Recreation Area in
central Idaho. This
new ruling will

force the U.S. Forest
Service to take a
hard look at whether
these sensitive lands
can support livestock
grazing and whether grazing is
compatible with other resource
values.

The Sawtooth National
Recreation Area is home to
dramatic scenery and a myriad
of recreation opportunities.
This rugged area, sandwiched
between the Sawtooth, Boulder,
and White Cloud Mountains, is
home to salmon, steelhead, and
bull trout, as well as wolves,
bighorn sheep, sage-grouse, and
other scarce fish and wildlife
species.

Advocates for the West’s lawsuit
challenged the Forest Service’s
decision to allow continued
sheep grazing in the heart of this
amazing landscape. The Forest
had previously determined in its
Forest Plan that almost 80% of
this area was not physically
capable of supporting livestock
grazing because the lands were
too steep and erodable. Yet, it
ignored these findings and
allowed sheep grazing on these
fragile lands.
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Patrick Stoll, www.patrickstoll.com

In February, 2006 the U.S.
District Court in Idaho conclud-
ed that the Forest Service’s
decision violated the law.

The Court ruled that the agency
could not just disregard the
analysis from its own Forest
Plan and must assess the capa-
bility of these lands to withstand
sheep grazing.

In a related issue, the Court also
ruled that the Forest Service had
not done enough to protect
wildlife like sage grouse and
pileated woodpecker.

With its sweeping impact,

this ruling will help protect
hundreds of thousands of acres
of the Sawtooth National Forest.
Advocates for the West will con-
tinue to force the Forest Service
to assess what lands are truly
capable of supporting livestock
grazing and whether grazing
can occur without degrading
the sensitive resources on our
public lands.
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Advocates for the West Stops Mining

Conglomerate’s Public Land Grab in Nevada

In the high desert of
northeastern Nevada, two
forces are converging to
further threaten the
health of the public lands
and wildlife: grazing and
mining corporations. In
Nevada’s Great Basin,
livestock grazing has long |}
been the most pervasive
(and destructive) use of
our public lands. And, the
presence of large gold
deposits on public lands
have made northeastern
Nevada a mining corpora-
tion’s dream, and an environmental health night-
mare. Now, these two industries are joining forces
in an effort that portends disaster for public lands
and wildlife.

In the Spring of 2004, Barrick Goldstrike Mines,
Inc. — a foreign mining conglomerate — purchased
a vast swath of private lands outside of Elko,
Nevada. These lands included Critical Habitat for
the Lahontan Cutthroat trout, a native trout species
protected under the Endangered Species Act.

In addition to the private lands, Barrick obtained
the grazing privileges to hundreds of thousands of
acres of public lands, including important habitat
for sage grouse, wild horses, and other sensitive
wildlife. Barrick then crafted a grazing scheme that
proposed an increase in livestock grazing, allowed
itself unfettered discretion in grazing these lands,
and cut the public (and even the Bureau of Land
Management) out of the oversight process.
Naturally, the Bureau of Land Management —

a longtime friend of mining — approved the plan.

On behalf of our client, Western Watersheds
Project, Advocates for the West staff attorney Todd
Tucci sought to overturn this decision. Throughout a
two-week trial in early 2005, Advocates challenged
the merits of this new grazing scheme as contrary
to range science, and a product of no public involve-
ment or oversight. We argued that the new grazing
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Barrick Goldstrike Mines, Inc. is reined in from adding extensive
grazing to it’s environmentally destructive practices in NE Nevada.
Photo courtesy of Westerners for Responsible Mining

scheme would continue to
harm Lahontan cutthroat
| trout, sage grouse and
other public resources.
| Advocates for the West also
argued that BLM simply

y rubber-stamped Barrick’s
:' proposal — without first

| examining the ecological
| impacts of the new
scheme.

In early March 2006, Judge

James Heffernan agreed

with Advocates for the

West and reversed
Barrick’s grazing scheme. Judge Heffernan found
that the new grazing scheme would give Barrick
“unfettered discretion” in grazing public lands, and
he also found that BLM failed to understand the
likely impacts of Barrick’s proposal on sage grouse
and other natural resources.

Advocates for the West then moved to halt all graz-
ing across nearly one-half million acres. This move
pushed BLM, Barrick and another rancher to enter
a settlement with Advocates for the West agreeing
to vastly reduce grazing. Barrick agreed to elimi-
nate grazing on 10 of 13 pastures and cut grazing by
nearly 75%. The other rancher agreed to reduce
grazing by nearly 65%.

The real, tangible benefits of reduced grazing
should be realized immediately, and Advocates for
the West will seek to build on this victory in the
coming years. So, although the convergence of graz-
ing and mining corporations threatens the health of
our public lands across Nevada, Advocates for the
West has successfully reduced this threat by
employing the superior legal abilities of its staff,

in cooperation with the unsurpassed scientific
knowledge of its clients. By bringing law and
science together, Advocates for the West is making
a difference for our treasured public lands and
wildlife.
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PROTECTING WESTERN RIVERS

Clean Water Act Enforcements Yields Big Results

Advocates for the West senior staff attorney Bill
Eddie and our client Idaho Conservation League
are working hard to ensure industries in Idaho fol-
low the law and protect our rivers.

In December, we signed the second of two compan-
ion settlements with large cheese and milk product
factories in the Magic Valley. Our cases charged
WestFarm Foods and Jerome Cheese Company with
illegal discharges of milk processing waste to pub-

lic sewers and local canals. The deals provide for
both companies to make improvements at their
plants to avoid future pollution problems; and
together they will pay nearly $65,000 to the

ENDANGERED ECOSYSTEMS PROJECT

Advocates for the West Fights
Rollback of Grazing Limits

Last July, Advocates for
the West filed a lawsuit
to stop the BLM from
implementing new
grazing regulations that
would roll back range-
land health standards,
block the public from
participating in grazing
management, and turn
over title to range
structures and water
rights on public lands
to cattle ranchers. In
particular, we pointed
out that the BLM had
ignored comments from
its own scientists and
Fish and Wildlife
Service that these
changes would harm
fish and wildlife, vege-
tation, soils, and other
resources. The BLM
backed off from issuing
the new regulations,
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and stated that it would
complete a supplemen-
tal analysis to address
these comments.

The BLM has now
issued an “addendum”
to their environmental
analysis, which made
virtually no substantive
changes to the regula-
tions and simply refut-
ed the arguments
raised by numerous
professional scientists
and experts. The BLM
intends to implement
the regulations soon
and Advocates for the
West is ready to renew
our case and protect
rangeland health, as
well as the public’s
right to participate

in public lands
management.

Southern Idaho Land Trust in support of on-the-
ground wetlands and water quality improvement
projects.

We also reached a deal with Atlanta Gold Company
to cure Clean Water Act violations at a mining site
near Atlanta, Idaho. The Company is installing new
treatment works to clean up arsenic pollution at an
historic mine adit, and has paid $25,000 to support
water quality and habitat projects. Atlanta Gold is
trying to build a new cyanide heap-leach gold mine
just outside Atlanta, in the Middle Fork Boise
River watershed.

( Advocates for the West

Program Areas

H Endangered Ecosystems
M Protecting Western Rivers
Energy & Clean Communities
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Just a Start: New Pollution Rules
Rein in Gold Mines and Dairies

Advocates for the West senior
staffattorney Bill Eddie’s legal
work has spurred creation of
groundbreaking new limits on
air pollution from Nevada gold
mines, and industrial mega-
dairies in Idaho. These rules
are among the first of their
kind in the nation, tackling
long-ignored air quality
problems in unique ways.

Mercury and
Nevada Gold Mines

Our Fall 2005 newsletter
reported on the massive
mercury pollution pumped
from gold facilities in Nevada.
Mercury is among the most
persistent of toxins, causing
serious neurological and
developmental problems.

As of 2001, about 10% of all
mercury emissions in the
United States came from
Nevada gold mines. A voluntary
program reduced emissions at
these facilities; but Nevada is
still a nasty “hot spot” of mer-
cury pollution. And Nevada'’s
mercury pollution is pouring

into Idaho. The mines are just
upwind of Idaho, where state
officials have posted notices
warning children and pregnant
women against eating fish at
four southern Idaho reservoirs.

Thanks to legal pressure from
Advocates for the West and an
impressive public education
campaign from our clients
(Idaho Conservation League,
Earthworks, and Great Basin
Mine Watch), in March 2006 the
State of Nevada adopted new
rules to control mercury pollu-
tion from the gold industry.

Ammonia

and Dairies

Advocates for the West has
also spawned new limits on
ammonia pollution from large
industrial dairies. Ammonia
helps form very tiny particle
pollution (a serious health con-
cern in the Boise area and
elsewhere). Ammonia is also
known to deposit into lakes and
rivers, leading to excessive
nutrients.

ENERGY & SUSTAINABILITY PROJECT

Eddie Appointed to Air Quality CounC|I

In November, Idaho Governor
Dirk Kempthorne appointed
Advocates for the West Senior
Staff Attorney Bill Eddie as a
member of the Treasure Valley
Air Quality Council, a new state
entity created by Idaho law to
draft an air quality improve-
ment plan for the Boise valley.
Also on the Council are repre-
sentatives of major Boise-area
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industries, local governments,

development interests, and oth-
ers. Under Idaho law, all state
and local government agencies

will be required to follow the air

quality plan to the greatest
extent practicable.

You can contact Bill about his
work on the Air Quality Council
at beddie@advocateswest.org or
342-7024 ext. 3.

A saga of litigation and neg-
otiation came to a close in
February 2006, when the Idaho
DEQ approved new rules to
reduce ammonia pollution from
large dairies. In late 2004, we
won an important court ruling
that large dairies must comply
with the Clean Air Act. This
ruling brought our client Idaho
Conservation League and
Idaho’s dairy industry to the
bargaining table, where we
reached a complex settlement
establishing a path toward
broad changes in the industry.
These negotiations resulted in
the groundbreaking new ammo-
nia regulations.

The new ammonia and mercury
rules are a major improvement
over the status quo. But they
are just a first step toward
cleaning up these industries.

Advocates for the West will
continue to work to strengthen
the rules and push for even
greater restrictions on ammo-
nia and mercury pollution as
well as ensure those rules are
enforced.

e
e

Senior Staff Attorney Bill Eddie
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DO YOU WANT TO HELP PROTECT THE WEST?
JOINTHE PACK!

We invite you to join Advocates for the West’s new monthly giving
club — The Pack. Joining The Pack allows our donors to increase the
impact of their donations and help protect clean water, clean air, and
wild creatures of the west.

It also allows you to spread your donation over the year — for as
little as $10 or $20 per month, you can help make a huge difference
to protect the west.

Plus, if you join The Pack, we will not send you any additional
solicitations.

Joining The Pack is:

+ Easy. Simply sign up at our website or mail in the form below and that’s it. We’ll automati-
cally deduct your monthly donation from your checking account or credit card. We will send
you a receipt for tax purposes once a year.

» Efficient. You'll help us spend more money on protecting the West and less money on
fundraising.

+ Flexible. You pick the amount you want to donate and you can increase, decrease, or stop
your donations anytime.

+ Powerful. Providing us with a stable, dependable source of income helps make Advocates for
the West stronger, allowing us to be even more effective at protecting the creatures and
places you love.

To sign up for monthly giving from your checking account:

Please go to our website at www.AdvocatesWest.org and click on “Donate Now” and follow the
instructions for setting up monthly giving with your checking account.

To sign up for monthly giving from your credit card:

Go to our website at www.AdvocatesWest.org and click on “Donate Now” and follow the instructions
for setting up monthly giving with your credit card -or-

Clip and return the coupon below in the enclosed envelope.

If you have any questions, please contact
Sara Eddie at (208) 342-7024 ext 6 or seddie@advocateswest.org

[Cut and return this coupon in the enclosed envelope]
Yes! I'd like to join The Pack.

I authorize Advocates for the West to deduct from my credit card a monthly donation of:
1 Selway Pack ($5/month) 0 Gospel Hump Pack ($10/month) Q0 Druid Pack ($20/month)
1 Leopold Pack ($50/month) 0O Other § /month

I do not want to join the Pack right now, but here is my special contribution of $

Name: QI would like to be kept confidential.
Address: City: State: Zip:

E-mail: Phone:

Credit Card No. Exp.Date _ [/
Signature:

Mail to: Advocates for the West « PO Box 1612 » Boise, ID 83701
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