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Spring in the Sawtooths
 – Ed Cannady

Winning for the West’s natural treasures and wildlife.



Dear friends, 

As we head into uncharted waters this year, with a president whose 
track record strongly indicates deference to the dollar over the law, I am 
inspired by Dr. King’s insight: “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it 
bends toward justice.” 

I am incredibly proud of the staff at Advocates for the West. This past year 
we won case after case – some brought and settled within 30 days, and 
others put to rest after over five years of hard work. 

We won numerous cases protecting wildlife and wild lands, but the 
big winner in 2016 was the West’s vast network of rivers and streams. 
Advocates for the West halted multiple mining operations in their tracks 
– from a massive proposed open-pit molybdenum mine in the Boise River 
headwaters to an intrusive gold exploration site in the remote Frank 
Church–River of No Return Wilderness. Win after win, we proved that the 
power of law is mightier than the pull of the dollar.

The attorneys at Advocates for the West are among the brightest minds 
I know – they are nimble, creative and brave. Our long list of partners 
includes some of the most effective environmental organizations out 
there. And our swiftly growing community of supporters is brimming with 
conservation-minded people like you. 

If it weren’t for you, our partners and our staff, my outlook would be 
grim. But I know that one dishonest man and his band of cronies is no 
match for our conviction. Thank you for standing with us – together we 
will continue arcing toward justice. This is how the West is won.

In solidarity,

Laird J. Lucas | Executive Director

Arrowleaf Balsamroot above Hells Canyon, Idaho – Nick Johnson

2016 Partners 
Advocates for the West is proud to 
provide free legal services to our 
conservation partners.
Audubon Society of Portland
Bend Backcountry Alliance 
Biodiversity Conservation Alliance
Center for Biological Diversity
Columbia Riverkeeper
Concerned Friends of the Winema 
Defenders of Wildlife
Dr. Clait E. Braun
Earthworks
Friends of the Clearwater

Friends of Living Oregon Waters
Golden Eagle Audubon Society
Governor Cecil D. Andrus
Great Old Broads for Wilderness
Hells Canyon Preservation Council
Institute for Fisheries Resources
Idaho Conservation League
Idaho Rivers United 
Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center
NW Environmental Defense Center
Oregon Natural Desert Association
Oregon Wild
Pacific Coast Federation of 
Fisherman’s Associations

Prairie Hills Audubon Society 
Predator Defense
Resource Renewal Institute
Selkirk Conservation Alliance
Sierra Club
Snake River Waterkeeper
WaterWatch of Oregon
The Wilderness Society
Western Watersheds Project
WildEarth Guardians
Wild Wilderness
Wilderness Watch
Winter Wildlands Alliance

Board
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President

Paul Hilding (Boise, ID)  
Vice President
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Secretary
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Deborah Ferguson (Boise, ID) 

Amy Haak (Boise, ID) 

John Lamson (Boulder, CO)

James Sturdevant (San Rafael, CA)

Staff
Boise Headquarters

Aries Bergstrom  
Operations Manager

Talasi Brooks  
Associate Attorney

Anna Demetriades  
Director of Development   
& Communications

Bryan Hurlbutt  
Staff Attorney

Kendra Kenyon  
Director of Strategic 
Partnerships

Marc Shumaker 
Legal Fellow

Laird J. Lucas  
Executive Director

Portland Office

Laurie Rule   
Senior Attorney

Elizabeth Zultoski 
Staff Attorney

Washington, DC Office

Todd Tucci  
Senior Attorney

 



2016 Milestones

 
PROTECTING FISH AND WILDLIFE

Bighorn Sheep
Setting national precedent after five years of work to 
protect Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep from contracting 
fatal diseases from domestic sheep grazing on public 
lands, we won a ruling from the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit that rejected challenges from the sheep 
industry and affirmed the Forest Service properly closed 
domestic sheep grazing allotments in Idaho’s Hells Canyon 
and Salmon River watersheds. 

Greater Sage-Grouse
In our largest public lands case to date, covering over 70 
million acres in 10 states, we filed suit in the District of 
Idaho challenging the BLM and Forest Service’s failure to 
conduct range-wide evaluation of sage-grouse conservation 
needs in the face of climate change and other threats.

Grey Wolves
We filed suit in Idaho federal court challenging USDA-
Wildlife Services’ killing of gray wolves in Idaho. In 2015, the 
agency killed at least 72 wolves in the state – using foothold 
traps, neck snares and aerial gunning from helicopters.

Chinook Salmon, Steelhead & Bull Trout
We are challenging the Forest Service’s status quo grazing 
decisions on the East Fork Salmon River within the 
Sawtooth National Forest, which violates the Endangered 
Species Act by allowing harmful and destructive grazing to 
continue within critical fish habitat. 

In response to rising water temperatures and inaction 
by federal agencies, we filed a notice of intent to sue the 
Environmental Protection Agency, asking EPA to reevaluate 
Lower Snake River dam operations and help prevent 
massive, heat-driven fish kills. In 2015, hot water killed 
250,000 adult sockeye salmon in the Columbia and Snake 
rivers, which is the primary food source for Puget Sound 
resident orcas. As a result, these orcas are starving.

Oregon Spotted Frogs 
We reached a successful settlement with the Bureau of 
Reclamation requiring Endangered Species Act consultation 
over its operation of the Wickiup and Crane Prairie 
reservoirs on Oregon’s Deschutes River basin, which 
impacts imperiled Oregon spotted frogs.

Oregon federal court ruled in our favor that the Forest 
Service violated its own Forest Plan by continuing to 
authorize livestock grazing that harms Oregon spotted 
frog habitat in the Fremont-Winema National Forest, and 
recommended closure of 68,000 acres to further grazing 
until the agency has developed better protections.

 
DEFENDING SPECIAL PLACES

Point Reyes National Seashore
In February we filed a high-profile case challenging the 
Park Service’s failure to ever study the impacts of livestock 
grazing on sensitive soils and wildlife habitat of the Point 
Reyes National Seashore, and in July the U.S. District 
Court denied the government’s motion to dismiss our 
case, holding that citizen groups could sue to protect the 
National Seashore from impairment. 

Sonoran Desert National Monument
Arizona federal court held that BLM failed to adequately 
evaluate the adverse impacts of livestock grazing in the 
Sonoran Desert National Monument, ordering BLM to 
conduct new analyses to determine whether grazing should 
be eliminated to protect the Monument’s fragile ecology.

Frank Church–River of No Return Wilderness
Idaho federal court ruled that the Forest Service unlawfully 
approved use of heavy equipment and hundreds of 
truck trips into Idaho’s Frank Church-River of No Return 
Wilderness – halting mining exploration at the Golden Hand 
site near Big Creek.

Steens Mountain
The 9th circuit court ruled that BLM failed to consider 
impacts to critical winter habitat for sage-grouse when 
it approved a massive wind project and transmission 
line on Steens Mountain in Oregon – one of the largest 
undeveloped landscapes in the Great Basin and considered 
a Jewel of the West.

Highway 12 Wild and Scenic River Corridor
Since 2010, we have been battling “mega-loads” on Idaho’s 
Hwy 12 Clearwater-Lochsa Wild and Scenic River corridor. 
Mega-loads are shipments of oil refinery equipment as 
big as the Statue of Liberty bound for the Alberta, Canada 
tarsands pits. Advocates for the West won a series of cases 
temporarily blocking industry titans such as ExxonMobil 
and GE from hauling these shipments along one of the 
country’s most revered scenic highways. We finally reached 
a settlement with the Forest Service agreeing to limit the 
size of truckloads allowed on Hwy 12.

 
PROMOTING RESILIENT COMMUNITIES

Nuclear Waste Shipments
Ruling in our favor in a Freedom of Information Act case 
brought on behalf of former Idaho Governor Cecil Andrus, 
the Court held that the Department of Energy violated 
FOIA and its own “public interest” regulations by heavily 
redacting documents relating to proposed shipment of 
spent nuclear fuel to Idaho National Laboratory.

Motor Waste Disposal Wells
We issued the Idaho Transportation Department a notice 
of intent to sue for violating the Safe Drinking Water Act 
by unlawfully continuing to operate motor vehicle waste 
disposal wells, which drain into the Boise River and were 
ordered to be closed over 11 years ago.

 
SAFEGUARDING WATER

Wild & Scenic Selway River
We won a strong court decision that blocked the Forest 
Service from building roads and clear-cut logging in the 
Wild and Scenic River corridor along Idaho’s Selway River.

Salmon River
Responding to our petition, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers formally re-designated Idaho’s Salmon River as a 
“navigable” river – this important action means that federal 
regulation of gravel mining and other threats will finally 
apply to this iconic river.

Boise River
In our second victory against the proposed CuMo open 
pit mine in the headwaters of the Boise River, the Court 
ruled that the Forest Service violated the law in failing 
to consider impacts of the project to an imperiled native 
flower – Sacajawea’s bitterroot. The project was halted, 
which protects the plant and also ensures safe drinking 
water for the populous Treasure Valley.

Atlanta Gold

We reopened our suit against Atlanta Gold, 
asking the Court to find the mining company in 
contempt of court for failing to meet Clean Water 
Act expectations set forth in our 2012 victory 
against the company.

For more information on these 
and other exciting cases, please 
visit: AdvocatesWest.org/Cases

Resident Orcas in the Puget Sound – Shutterstock, JuRitt



Financials January–December, 2016
Income
Individual Contributions  $ 429,337  

Foundations $ 193,355

Attorney Fee Awards  $ 285,643

Total Income* $ 908,335

Attorney Fee Awards 32%

Individual Contributions 47% Legal & Program Services 82%

Foundations 21%

Fundraising 7%

Administration 11%Expense
Legal & Program Services    $   768,431 

Fundraising     $   65,598 

Administration    $   103,082

Total Expense*   $   937,111

Canis Lupus with Lupine – Debbie Steinhausser
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Advocates for the West is an IRS 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. If you have questions 
regarding our financial information, please contact Executive Director Laird Lucas: 
208.342.7024 x201 / llucas@advocateswest.org

*Unaudited financial results; 
subject to revision.



Donors
A special thank you to our donors! 
This list represents all who supported 
Advocates for the West in 2016.

*Names marked with an asterisk are 
members of the Sagebrush Society –  
our monthly giving club.

Anonymous (33)
Barbara Acker
Jill Adelstein and John Twa*
Michael and Lynn Aldrich
Jack Alkire and Karen Heerensperger
John and Edwina Allen
Dr. Virginia Allen
Mark and Laurie Anderson
Greta Anderson
Governor Cecil D. Andrus
Carol and Marty Ansell
Diana Armstrong*
Jerry Asker
Russell and Carol Atha
Lynne Bachman
Dennis Baird
Judy Baker
Virginia Baksa*
Robert and Jill Ball
Patrick Haas and Alison Beck Haas
Tony and Amelia Bell*
Thomas Benson
Reed Benson and Mindy Harm-Benson
Erika Birch
Del and BernaDeane Blackburn
Charles Blair and Signe Sather-Blair*
Thad Blank
Tad and Kathy Blank
Sheldon Bluestein and Mary Hamerly
Susan and Bill Boehner
Andrea and Josh Bogle*
Chas and Torene Bonner
Jenna and Ryan Botkins*
Bert Bowler
Carolyn Bowler
Win and Mimi Bowron
Sara and Terry Boyett*

Dr. Kenneth and Lisa Brait
Clait E. Braun
Gene Bray and Irene Wright*
Troy Brennan and Wendy Warring
Daryl Bridges
Kane Brightman
G Lantry and Christine Brooks
Jasmine Brooks
Talasi Brooks and Alex Bowman-Brown*
Barbara Brown
Marty and Julie Brown
Russ Brown
Tom Buchele
Vern Buchta
Dan Burgette
Nancy Carol Burgon
Reed and Anne Burkholder
Whitney and Jesse Byrd
Andy Byron
Sheri Cardo*
Jean Carroll
Janet Carter*
John Carter*
Claire Casey
Carol Casler
John Caywood
Susan Chaloupka and Tom McCabe
Rose Chilcoat
Kay Christensen
Richard and Dawn Christensen
Tamsin Ogden Clapp
Matt Clark and Diana Burrell
Elizabeth Clark*
Joyce and Don Clarke
Barbara A. Cochrane
Hilde and Jos Coeckx
Audrey and Pete Cole
Charles Cole and Betsy Dunklin
Cort Conley
Pam Conley and Mike Beaty*
Molly M. Connors
Kathie Corn
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Couper

Janet Cremin
Mark Davis
Pete DeLuca
Tony and Donna Demetriades
Anna Demetriades and Dustin Scott*
William G. Dryden
Mary and David Dudley*
Pat Duggen
Shelley Dumas
Ken and Jane Dunbar
Dion G. Dyer
Jason and Shelly Dykstra
Michelle Eaton
Kirk and Pam Ebertz
Debra Ellers and Dale Grooms
Linda Engle
Jeff and Brenda Erdoes
Barry and Maria Eschen
Joanie and Garry Fauci
Sarah Faulkner
Jesse Feathers and Ally Bulloch*
Deborah Ferguson
Yvonne Ferrell

Donna Finegan
Owen and Mary Ann Fiore
John Fisher
Barney and Vicki Flanagan*
Leigh Ford
Pat Ford and Julia Page
Sara Fry
Ashley Fullenwider
Wayne and Margaret Fuller
Gamewell Gantt
Walt Bailey and Viki Garcia
Margaret Garrison
Kim and Tom Gattiker*
Stephen Gerould
Karen Getusky
A. Gianis
Jim Gibson
Margaret Gilleo
Jennifer Giuttari
Ellen and Tom Glaccum
Sean Gould and Morgan Zedalis*
Jessica Gradhandt
Ty Griffin*
Jini and John Griffith

Katherine Grobe
Amy Haak
Cheryl D. Halverson
Laura Hampikian-Lansing and   
Tom Lansing
Garney Hardy
Ginger Harmon
Sharon Harrigfeld
Kaitlin Hartsoe
James Hartsoe
Ted and Terrie Hartsoe
Anne and Alan Hausrath
Brett Haverstick
David Hayes*
Justin Hayes*
Bruce Hayse
June E. Heilman
John Heimer and Marie Meyer
James Henken
Randall Hermann
Daniel Herrig
Charley Herrington and Ilene Shell
Patti and Alan Herzfeld
Paul and Stephani Hilding
Ann and Paul Hill
Jim and Sheri Hodge
Bonnie Hogan
Lewjean Holmes
Richard Howard
Mary Huber
Jody Hull
Dan and Barb Hurlbutt

Bryan and Gretchen Hurlbutt*
Amy Hutchinson and Scott Larson
Janice and Roger Inghram*
Susan Ives
Jeff Jacobs and Cyndi Bean
Steve Jakubowics
Alfred and Bonnie Janssen
Wendy and Jim Jaquet
Benjamin Jennings
M. Jan and Eric Jensen
Tom and Carlyn Jervis
Jan Johns
Chris Johnson and Linda Hagedorn
Dr. Donald Johnson*
Jill Johnson*
Rick Johnson and Roberta Crockett*
James J. Johnston
Erik Jones
Kathy Jubitz and Steve Hawley
Chris Kantarian
Rick Katucki
Christopher Kearney and Heather Young
Linda and Rick Kearns
Steve Kearns and Cynthia Wooly Kearns
Barbara Kemp*
Kendra Kenyon*
Tim Kesinger
Brenton Kidder
Erik Schultz and Linn Kincannon
Polly and Don King
Jo Kirkpatrick
Karen Knudtsen
Tom J. Kovalicky
James Kulp*
Rick and Mary Lamplugh

Minnow Creek, OR – Ted Demetriades 



John Lamson and Vicki Simarano
Lin Laughy and Borg Hendrickson*
Kent Laverty
Jeanne Leffingwell
Kevin Lewis and Jennifer Wheeler*
Bob and Ginny Libbey*
Vida Lietuvninkas and Don Gura
Tom Logan*
Don Lojek
Stephen Long and Lee Ann Trowbridge
Jo and Bill Lowe
Laird Lucas*
Simon Malk
Michael Mancuso
Leslie Manookian and Jeff McNee
Don and Rochelle Johnson Mansfield
Pam Marcum
Ronald and Cay Marquart
Paul Martin
Michael and Betsy Martin
Marty and Evelyn Marzinelli
Susan Matthes
Sam and Dorothy Mattise
Bill and Joan Mattox
Bill and Susan Mauk
Nancy Maxeiner*
Ruth and Jim May
Carl May
Craig and Shirley McCarter
John McCarthy*
Brian McDevitt
Jerry McGloin
Mary and John McGown
Jack and Peggy McMahon
Margaret L. Mead
Wayne Melquist
Sarah Michael and Bob Jonas*
Ken and Ginny Miller
Leigh and Carol Mintz
Dennis Mitchell
Carolyn and Stanley Mitchell
Suki and Bill Molina
Lee Moll

Patricia and Dr. Sam Monger
Aimee and Greg Moran
Brooke Moran
Bob Moran*
Ronald Mueller
Bill and Colleen Mullins
Andy Munter
Molly and Roberto Negron*
David Nevin and Samantha Silva*
Dr. Hugh Nichols
Jenny and Carter Niemeyer*
Christine and Drew Nienstedt
Larry and Sheryl Nims
Susan and Norman Noble
Steve Novak
Glenn Oakley
Carl and Kirsten Oppenheimer
Jonathan and Beth Oppenheimer
John and Gloria Osberg
Tony Park and Gail Chaloupka
Elizabeth Parker
Thomas Pell
Anne Pemberton
David and Mary Peterman
James and Stephanie Peters
Mary Ann Peters
Lew Peterson
CJ and John Petrovsky
Scott Phillips
Margo Pinkerton
Talo Pinto*
Scott Ploger
Marshall and Martha Priest
Stacy Pulice
Dick and Sookie Quinn
David Rachleff*
Dr. and Mrs. Arnold Serow
Lea Rainey*
Rodney and Holly Reese
June Reiling
Kathy and David Richmond
Diane Ringler and Ray Finch
Kathleen Rivers, Esq.*

Keith and Laurie Roark
Sheila and Edward Robertson Jr.
Char Roth and Bruce Tidwell
Samuel and Suzanne Rubin
Laurie and Gary Rule*
Jim and MaryLou Rush
Richard Rusnak
Buck and Molly Ryan
Charlotte Sahnow

Keith and Lynn Sander*
Alan and Lois Sands
Eliza and John Schmidt
Bonnie and Alan Schonefeld*
Gerald and Virginia Schroder
William and Julie Seiniger 
Dr. Stephen Seninger
Alexis Shanahan
Susie Shannon*
Matthew Sheehan
Bev and Mike Sheeley
Lucy Sheftall
John Sinsky
Diane Sipe
Linda Sisson
Gardner and Jeannette Skinner

Betty and Steve Slifer
Michelle Smith
B.J. Smith, CPA PA
Deanna and Trejchel Smith
Louie Spencer III
Emma Spertus

Foundation & 
Community Support
Advocates for the West is proud to 
receive funding and in-kind support 
from foundations, organizations 
and businesses that understand the 
importance of using law to protect 
our environment. Thank you for your 
support in 2016.

444S Foundation
Bullitt Foundation
Burning Foundation
Christensen Family Foundation
Elaine & Robert Lang Foundation
Eugene & Emily Grant Family Foundation
F1 Key Foundation
Idaho Conservation League
Idaho Mountain Touring
Jim & Patty Rouse Charitable Foundation
John & Elaine French Family Foundation
Jones Family Charitable Foundation
Jtree, LLC
Keker & Van Nest, LLP
Law Alternatives Idaho
Lazar Foundation
Maki Foundation
Margaret W. Reed Foundation
New-Land Foundation
Patagonia, Inc.
Penny & Ted Thomas Fund of the 
Princeton Area Community Foundation
Rick & Diane Rupp Family Fund of  the 
Oregon Community Foundation
Tad & Kathy Blank Charitable Foundation
True North Foundation
Warren Lassen Communications
Wide Eye Productions

In Memoriam
The following Advocates for the West 
supporters passed on in 2016 and will 
be deeply missed. This list is complete 
to the best of our knowledge; we 
sincerely apologize for any oversights. 

Jerry Baker
Raymond Bowden
Jerome Cebula
Margaret Fosberg
Kelly Holmes
Diane Kelly

Randi Spivak
Sharon and Gene Steiner
Susan A. Stephens
Lon Stewart
Kaarle Strailey*
Thomas Stuart and Anne Pasley-Stuart
James C. Sturdevant and Therese M. 
Lawless
John and Melody Taft
Alex and Ron Takasugi
Fran and Pete Taussig
Kaz Thea*
Janene Thomas and Larry Callister
Judy Thorne
Kiki Tidwell
Daniel Townsend
Suzanne Troje and Scott Ki
Dr. Chuck Trost
Todd Tucci and Tyler Moran*
Joyce Turley Nicholas
Lew and Connie Ulrey
Amy and Steve Unfried
Elizabeth Urban
Carolyn Valiquette*
Katie Van Hees
Robert and Deborah Van Nest
Jack Van Valkenburgh
Rick Vance
Bryan and Jora Vess
Bob Vestal and Jyl Hoyt*
Irene Vlach
Johanna and Michael Wald
Von Walden and Christina Hilding
Fritz and Janet Ward
Mike Warnock

John and Paula Warren
Cynthia Waterhouse
Katie and John Watts
Karen Weinberg
Walter Todd Wells III
John Wells
Dale and JoAnna Wendel
Mary and Scott Westerlund
John Wheaton*
Pete White
Taylor Wilcox
Jennifer and Wes Williams
Margaret and Roger Williams
Wendy Wilson*
Ken and Lyn Winer
Pam Wissenbach*
Matt Wuerker
Ron Yankey*
Colin and Moana Yost
Eric Younger and Heidi Campbell
Gordon Younger*
Nick and Erin Yturri
Judi Zuckert and Frank Jenks
Edward Zukoski
Lizzy Zultoski and Dylan Potter*

Female Anna’s Hummingbird – Ted Demetriades 
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We envision an American West where citizens and 
their governments honor and protect our environment; 

decision-makers use science and the law to mitigate climate change; 
and caring for the Earth and all its creatures to benefit 

 future generations is a sacred trust.

THANK YOU to all our supporters. 
Your donations make it possible for Advocates for the West

to keep winning for the West.


